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Capt .A.McClean, )
) Goderich, Ont,
Capt .James Eingster, )

é:«:’a-& 247,4-"/1 /v.az,

Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richerd' Rathbun,

%

September 5, 1894.

Capt .McQlean--1I have been fishing about

17 years and Capt .Eingster about the same 4
7?- length of time. I have been fishing pound
nets down between Drysdale and 3lue Point or
i Kettle Point. I began Pishing pound nets
a W there 3 years ago this summer, and got
through about 6 weeks ago. Pound nets were
set there before then. They have had pound
nets there I pguess sbout 9 years. I fish

9« gill nets principally. Capt.Eingster never

fished anything else but gill nets. Fished

j’-f/ herring 12 years ago with the seine. But

o 7 they ere so cheap they do not pay us now.
7? Below Goderiech pound nets have baen set “
Loc:



ebout 18 miles south of here. This year
they were set within sbout a mile of the
light just sbove Sarnia. Thers are ahout 10
pound nets set between the river and l.%lua
Point, about 18 miles up from the river. Be-
tween Blne Point &nd here there were 13 nets.
There are more nets set south of here than
ever, from Blue Point downxto the river.
There are 10 or 11 nets set there that never
were set there before, There has never been
much pound net fishing between here and Bay-
field, but between Bayfield amd the river
there have been pound nets for the last 8 or
S years. Some of than used to be double
headers before t-:his' vear. The leaders are
from 60 to 80 rads. They use 5-inch mesh in
the leaders, =and the t;xnnel and heart are

about 2 1/2. The tunnel end the pot are

“gbout the sameé size, 2 1/2-inch. They were

set so they would catch all the small picker-
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el that came zlong, @and herring, too.

They put the pound nets in about the
Pirst of May. They commence putting their
stekes in about the first of Hay and com-
mence to 1lift about the 17th of iay. We
fished last fall until about October 15. We
pull then out for awhile in August and clean
the nets up .and put them back in agsin. Have
then out about 2 weeks.

The pot would be in about 36 feet. The
water is level off there and theée outside pot
would be in about the sams water. The pots
- were about 26 fest squaré.“

In the spring.about the first lifts womuld
be herring and whitgfish, and a fes pickerel.
Then after that run the éturgeo*n come on
aboui the first of June and they last all
through June. Wonld get a few herring then.
"When the pickerel are on you do not get many

herring. The pickerel chase the herring off.
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fW During July end August we getl sihieepshead,

o e

suckers, some herring and a few pickerel,
and an odd sturgeon. In tne fall they fig-
ure on getting nsrring. Il they get go.od
weather in Octuber and the last part of Sep-
tember, the fisiiing is good. You just want
a good 25 mile breeze to make good fishing,
end blowing on the sioere. Tn the fall would
not get many picke.r‘el', a8 they go out in
dsep water then. The herring [ishing would
be the best in the fall. I tiiey do not gst
herring, they get nothing, and it does not
pay to keep the nets in. " We nevsr fish
along shore in December on account of the
ice. We pet very small herring late in th:
(i Jumads )
.t‘al’lﬁ and abont the last of June or first of
Angust get big herring, some weighing 1 1/2
pounds.” In the spring the herring are smell
also. There is just aboul 3 weeks of big

herring run. Herring you get at that time
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pay better then any other. The big summer
herring seem to be out in deeper water and

they come in. They look jvst like the other

" herring, only larger. I heve seen fish

risht in the besys up north of here in Novem-
ber and they were the best herring ws get al-

together. November wonld be a zZood month if

" we eounlad ret the weather to catch them. They ~

do not fish pound nets in November on this
shore bacansge it does not pay them to keep
the twine in on account of the storms. If
the weather was good November would be the
best month for herring.

The herring ﬁlways spawn in Xovember,
from about the 5th to the 20th. When you go
farther up where the water is colder, they
teke lonrer to spawn. The herring are not
quite &8s sbundant &s they were. We have set
here with small pots and & nzn who had a

good chance would get 88 meny herring as you



wonld enywhere.

~They ecatch whitefish in the pound nets
now in the séring. Get quite a good qu%nti-
ty of them. Theat will be about the last of
iay and the first of June.” T have seen them
catch 5 1/2 tons of whitefish in one pwll,
and would hardly pget en 8 pound whitefish in
one lot; they were 2ll larger than thet.
The best whitefish gyound is wp around Drys-
dale, but take it right inside of Blue Point
on the bend there is 2 small class of fish

running from 1 1/2 tp to 3 pounds. I have

~seen some weighing 'sbout 3/4 of a pound.

They come on in June when the water is get-
ting pretty warm. They salt them then.

Whitefish are getting scarce all the time.

A pood marketable whitefish should be sbout

2 1/2 or 3 pounds, but we wonld market them
weighing only 1 1/2 pounds dressed. You

catch fish in 2 pound net or anvwhere else
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and they are liable to die after you let
them go. 1If you are dipping them out of a
pound net, the dip net eatches them and ft
does not take much of a rap to stun ihe fish,

and the young whitefish are & very tender

—

-
T Gosn,

fish." The trout &nd pickerel will stand
lots of hendling. If you dllow tiem to ua;ﬁyyg
2 1/2-inch mesh for whitefish, you camot
very well save the whitefish. 1 have seen
lots of these Eo.é’uﬁﬁterish ecaught off Coek-
burn Isldand. 1 heve taken the fry around
there and put it overboard, from the Michi-
gan hetehery, and tiose winitef'ish come in
among the pound ﬁets"and they ceught them
about the size of herring.

Where you get & big haul of herring you
do not get many No.2 whitefish. You might

get a ton of herring and not get 50 pounds

©of whitelfish. Whitefish end herring do not

run together. If you get = few whitefish in



a large amount of herring, vou wonld not no-
tice them until you take them out, Where
the whitefish run very thick along with the
herring they would have to make them stop
catching herring a2ltogether so as not to
cateh the whitefish., TFishermen as 2 ~eneral
rule are pretty honest and conld be trusted
to throw the sm=zll whitefish out. Wherever
I have ever fished the snall herring and got
‘;Muuhf“t;;f&young wnitefish arong them T wonld rether
: ‘ﬁi have the h‘arring, as when we sslt them we
would have to split the whitefish on the,
<y : back and the herring we could split on the
belly, which is éaaier. and they bring the
same price. If herring are looked after
A,
"ﬁ*;:;L;q well, vou ‘can 323‘ them better by splitting

them on the belly than on the back.

o The pickerel taken in the pound nets run
W
f;fiz: from ebout--Thare is two classes of thenm.

Fare !

You teake a fish that weighs 1 pound, he goes
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for No.l, and if less than that we do not
want them. They have not been taking any

tnat weighed less than 1 pound on this side

oo this year. Down in Lake Brie they gst »

Py sorg <. sauger thet will not weigh OVG"”]-/?{ pound.
wsr=“- The blue pickerel generally weigh from 1 to

ol 2 pot;nds. With the yellow pickerel there

: JW ; would be no trouble gbout thriowing thiem out,
el

Ly * g8 they will stand hendling. " We get just as

much for pickerel as we do for whitefish,

“gnd in Jnly would get a little more.

I
S The fish that ought to be cleaned off al-
% together is the sturgeon, for it will eat
; &fﬁ more spawn thgn any other fish in the weter.
‘*f":" 1 have seen spewn in their stomachs, You
W"‘ will find the spawn in them in the spring
L e jnét‘ after the whiitel'ish go along. The best
‘, kd*“: ‘time to get the caviar hers is in June.
e " They will not teke the speawn unless it is

s “herd and good size. We get cavier all the



year, but the farther we go up here the less
we get. The best caviar region is down
around the river. Some will have 50 pounds
of cevier in them. We get 2 great desl more
caviar in the southerr pert of the lake than
we do up here. The sturgeon we get up here
are & long, slim fish with & big head. We
got 50 sturgeon in 10 pound nets down here
and T do not believe thére wonld be 100
pounds of czviar in the whole bnsiness,
hile, if you get the szme amount of stur-
seon down below, you wonld get 350 pounds of
ceviar., That would be in June in both
places. You can see sturgson in the pots
down there a2nd when we come np around Stony
Point we would not get hardly any. Some-
times would get 50 sturgeon to a 1ift down
below Blue Point. I heve seen them teke 47
sturgeon out of one net &t Rlue Point. There

has besen as high as 170 come out of one net
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about 3 miles aﬁove the river this summer in
2 1ifts. About the everare of 6 nets for
about 10 miles above the river was zbout 500
sturgeon for sech net this simmer. They
hsve done better with the pouind nets than
with seines. Thegy eannot eztch thosz stur-
peon with the seines. Some of them have 120
rod leed, and they eennot ~o ont as far as
that with the seines. I think von sionld
kill the stvwrpeon off ss fast z#8 youn ean get
them, as they only kill the fish off vou
want to ceteh in deep water. Sturgeon are
ehout as rood a Fish 88 vou ezn bring into
the market for money. They &re worth about
5 eents & pound &nd the ceviar is worth any-
where from 17 cents up. We pet & cents a
pound for the sounds. We pet 2 good many
small sturreon. I have seen them catch stur

peon in gill nets in deep water. The pound

nets ret qnite a few small ones. Anything
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less than 4 feet long ere counted as half
Fish., If T want to‘eat g sturrceon I wonld
teke one mezsuring about 3 1/2 Feet end 1
wonlé not throw the smell ones overboard,
In some plaees voun can set pound nets snd
not et any stnrreon. You heve to get send
bottom for sturreon &nd a good bay,

We ret very few lske trout in the pound
nets., We get what we ca2ll the sarmd trout.
They are & big heavy trout. 1 have seen
3,000 trout come out ¢of & pournd net in one
night on Lake Superior.” =

We set th ei y2llow perch in the pound nets.
They are a pretty good fish to eat, and a

good many like perch better than the}} do her-

" ring. This is not much of 2 l2ke for perch,

on this shore at least. When you get a
larce perch they are elweys full of spawn,
and you put them in & box for & short time

and they are not worth dressing theyv are so
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smell. A good sized perch wonld be sbout 1
pound. A helf pound perch is ® medium size
pergh.

We get very few black bass.” Whenever
they @o get the bleek bass, it is & good big
size. T have seen an odd one that wonld
weigh 3 pounds. There are & very [lew silver

bess cemupght. Onece in ewhile they czteh a

" few rock bess, end they cateh 2 good meny

sheepshead when the Waeter géts warm. The
sheepshead ere not saved 2t all. We do not
get many lawyers in the pourid nets. They
are a fish thet are way alicad of herring or
anything else if rightly cooked. We cateh
cat-fish somet imes weirhing 18 or 20 pounds.
When you catch cat-fish in the pound nets
you can fipure that® the pomnd nets arc fish-

ing all right, a8 ‘they "dre 2 tricky fish and

"Hard to cateh. There are z very Tew grass

pike canght withont you are in some bay
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where there is & spring or creek. We get
W' very few maskinonge. We have quite & few
2‘“/41. German carp. They are a pretty nice f’ish.
I have seen one as high as 9 pounds caught
off shore. Sometimes we sell suckers. We
sold about 250 packages last summner, but
this sumner they have not sold so well. We
get the most of them about the l2st of June
and July, but get some all the year. We get
M the moon-eye. Do not get many of them in-

side, but they get them in deep water. What

¥
Wa call lake minnows down below are a fish

that looks a good deal like the sucker. We
Wf"’ do not get the blue fin or long-jaw. What I
M/W call the menominee is what these fellows
cell lake minnows. They get a faw menomi-
nees in the pound nets. We do not get but
W very few bullheads, perhaps 1 or 2 in a sea-

son. ' i

7 2 1/2-ineh is too smail mesh for the 4
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pound nets. In order to fish & gill net to
cetch herring, vou wonld want‘ one about

2 3/4-ineh, and if you want one so that they
wonld not gilly.ou wonld have to have a
small mesh. The size of the mesh for the
herring pound is a1l right, 2 1/2. 2 1/2-
inch is plenty big enough when they are in
use. The tar just shrinks them--If you just
tar a net and put it in the water it will
not make the mesh any smaller than just the
amount of the tar. 1If the nets are terred
and thorovghly dried before they are put in
the water, they will shrink but very little.
The only wey they will shrink is to tar them
end leave them out a pood while until they
are thoroughly dried. They would want to be
left out about a month and then the tar
dreaws ﬁp the knots and the corners of the
meshes., If T was fishing pound nets to-

morrow, J wounld rether have the pot 2 1/2
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than 2 3/4, es that would keep the fish from

gilling. 2 1/2 is about the right size. It
does not help pound nets to keep the iwine

soft, it i=s better to heve it hard.

It is hearder to fix up wire leaders than

cotton leadsrs; if logs come through them

they zre prstty herd to mend. Wire would be

a very good net in a current. We have con-

siderable damaze done to our pound nets by

the current end by logs running throngh,
There are always some loge floating in the
lake and oftentimes there 2re logs floating
on the bottom, &nd when & big current comes
There is considera-

it will carry then off.

ble loss from storms elso, especizally on a

lee shore.

I never fished seines very rmoch, only one

fall. I fished right inside of Burke Island.

Seines have been nsed 211 the way from the

river rignt up to Lake View. There has been

Ml
e~
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none nsed between Rocky Point and Kettle
Point. There is a segining ground jusit in to
the eastward of Ksttle Point. Thsre has
been some ssining around Bayfield. Th;re
has bzen no seining norith of hers until you
get up above Southampton, up by Sable River.
There is seining for herrihg just inside the
Fishing Iglands. The mein pert of the sein-
ing has been done be;ween the Toot of the
leke aﬁd Port Harris. The seining was for
pickerel, sturgeon, whitefishi and herring.
They used to cateh Lherring and put tihem in
ponds to keep them until they sold taem., 1
have seen tham use 3-inch mesh in the seines.
‘{ost of them use the same size mesh. They
generally vse the same size mesh for stur-
geon &8 for other fish. Those seines, some
of them would be 30 rods long. Some of them
wonld be about 45kfeet deep. This I-inch

mesh would be in the bunt of the seine and
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the winrss wonld be larger mesh, sbout 4-inch
mesh, and some 5-inch mesh. The seines név-
er shrink, They are tanmed and theresis so
mumeh pressure on them all the time fthat they
camot shrink. The large seines are gener-
2llv made of 13 thread cotton and thev will
not shrink anyv. These seines are used on
sendy bottom. A reguler seine, I;have sesn
them ™n ouvt helf 2 mile, but wheﬁ vou run
them ont 2 mile you have to have capstansg so
that you ean get a horse to turn them becek
epgain, Some hanl them by hand. There are
some seines worked so that you ean work them
on stony bottom snd they heve been catching
ee many fish =28 the others. They have an
arranremgnt that keeps the net off the bot-
tom, They heve a line thet runs over the
bottom with a stone to it. They heve floats
to buoy the sinkers up and the stones keep

it in plece. If voun build a seine to fish
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on stony bottom, you do not nave to clear
the ground. The seines were vsed down below
here all the time from siey until August.
They fished seines in tne river in tne fall
for herring eand up as far as thne c¢urrent
runs, perheps 1 1/2 miles above the rapids.
Tney did not fisn t.hem up aosove that in the
fell. The wind was strong and the fish did
not come on the beacn. 3Between Pt.darris
end the river there were apbout 5 dif ferent
people had seines there. Their seining
grounds run guite a ways. Wees's grounds
ran from gbout 3 miles up cleer down to the
Grand Trunk depot. The seines cawgit mostly
herrine, bvt the most veluable fish we
caxnt were pickerel. They &lso caught stur-
geon and some whitefish. When I first came
here they used to get wititefish in abundance,

but they alweys ceught more herring than army-

thing else. The seines did not ‘eetch near
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the emount of sturceon that they sre catch-
ing with the pound nets now. Probably got
ebhont half as many sturreon in the seines as
they do in the pound nets. A pound net is
more expensive than & seine. Youn cen buy
those seines for §75, and you wovld use

gehout 2 geines in a season. A pound net
costs sbout $275. There is more twine in =
pmma net, take the pounds and lesders and
every thing; there is twice the twine in a
pound net that there is in e seine. I do
rot think they ever got a great msny smll
whitefish in the seines. If thev ever got
whitefish there they wonld be big ones be-
ceuse the whitefish there are 211 large size.
You have got to come up this way around off
Stony Point befors you get small whitefish,
They used to use seines there until this sum
mer, at Stony Point. With the pickerel they

would estch & good many small ones. You
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pull & seine in around a school of fish, and
after you pull those fish ashore with the
seine they are no good to throw away. You‘
cannot save fish out of a seine. They get
sand in their gills and get it all over them.
Seines take anything that comes along. I
have seen little pickerel come in 3 inches
long. The seines are worse than the pound
nets in that respect. The seines fished
down the river in the summer time caught a
large amount of those small pickerel. I
have seen them where they had a couple of
tons of those No.2 pickerel. They make
only 2 classes, Nos.l and 2. The No.2 some-
times would be as small as 6 or 8 inches
long. The seine is more destructive than
the pound net, and the pound nets are more
dest ructive than gill nets. These white-

fish that are caught in the pound nets on

this lake you never get them in the gill
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nets. They are a different kind of fish
fran the gill net whitefish. There is about
2 or 3 pounds' difference in the weight of
tnem. Those on the siore are larger.

There are no fyke nets used sghout here.

I {hink the fyke nets would be a good thing
to catch herring with. You could fix them
with a lead the seme as you do the pound
nets.

P_Egt.Eingater—-Gill net fishing is an old
method of fishing, but they are working a
little different from what they used to.
They unsed to nave & float and stone and now
they have leads and corks on them. They
used to meke tneir gill nets here sbout 17

years ago, but now they c¢an buvy then cheaper

‘than they een knit them. The twine they use

now is finer than they uvsed to use. In this
part of Lake Huron gill nets are used quite

exiensively, vp around the islands above
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Souvtharpton. That is around tue Fishing
Islends. 3But it nhas not been a2 success for
a nunber of yeers, There are just as many
herring and pickerel, but thiey cannot sell
them wihen thsgy do get them. Tnere ars other
Pish teking tne place of tiaem in all the bet-
ter markets. There is not 1/5 of the men go
up there now thet used to., That fisiing was
in the fall. -‘ie used to use gbout 90 or 100
pounds of twine to a boest. 3 1/2 pounds of
twine wonld meke gbont 70 yerds. They are
60 meshes deep. The mesh is 2 3/4 and 2 5/8.
Ve use quite a faw herring nets hers in the
winter with ice fishing, but it has been a
failure for the lést [ew years becase we
heve haed no ice. But they do not use them
here in the swmmer, as herring are worth
nothing in the summer. There are arny amunt
of herring in the lske, but they only come

in around the islsnds in the spewning season.
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The water probahly is shont 3 feet lower

then it used to be. We have more trouvt then

we used to heve., Thsey do not take anvt hirg

in the herring nets but herring, except an

odd perch. I nsever saw a smell whitefish in

them., I heave seen 2 cans of nets set for

herﬁng in Lake Erie 2nd come ashore with 4

tons of perch gilled in themn. Peornlz now f~ |

will buy fresh fish in preference to salt

fish, &nd they ecan get them now. Years ago

they could not get the fresh fish et =11

times. S
We fish whitefish nets shout in the cen-

ter of the lske. We commence right off here

in the spring about 1 1/2 hours' yun, sbhonut

15 miles, and keep working =long the reef

near the center of the lake. The American

tugs set right along-side of us. We o up

as far north as Sout hanpton sometimes in

July and Augnst. We never go south of Bay-
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field. When I lirst started ebout 18 years
apo we used to [isn down off Bayfield alto-
gether. Bayfield is 48 miles z22ove Port Hu-
ron. The best [isidng is up off Southeampton.
We pet as nmich in one gang down tiere as we
would in 2 down below here. We fish any-
where at £11 along this reef. We set on the
edges of the reef mostly. The best bottom
is the broken bottom with send and loose
stones in it, end on ths slopes. We get
about 30 fathoms of water on the reef, and
vp north will get 75 and 80 fathoms. I have
set in 120 Tathoms off Lignitoulin Iselsnds
and gol trout and moon-eyes., Would scll the

0

moon-eyes for wiitefisn. The trout we get
in the deep water are & different fish from
what we get along the reefs; they are smll-
er and softer, and more like the siskiwit.

On the reefs you get 2ll these long black

trout.
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There are 3 tugs fishing from here now.
Both the seril boets ere laid wp rnow. There
ere b tugs et fouthempton, 1 at Kinezdine,
2 at Tober liorey, 2 st (Club Tsland E“t:_ at

Soutn Hey there is 1 tug. Thers used to be

20 ssil poets fisnins out of herc and no

tugs at all, but tne tugs are replacing the

sa il boats and meking it worse for tne fish-
ing. With the sail bosts you conld never go
out more than 1L or 20 miles &nd out in the
middle ol tne lake there was glways a2 place
where they did not fisu, but now the tugs
ean go anywhere in the lske. A tvg will pay
now in preference to s;saf il boat. 1If tlhere
had never been &ny tugs fishing it would
have desn & good deal better, as there would
always have been this spare ground out here
in the middle of the lske. ity L

1 think the trout neve gaten the white-

fish up., I heve seen whitefish weighing
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1 1/2 or 2 pounds in trout. Trout will eat
anything. I do not think they will eat deed
matter, but they will eat offal which is
fresh. i

The trout nets are 4 1/2 and 4 5/8 mesh.
That is the net that is commonly used. 1In
the fall we used to use 5 and 5 1/2-inch.
That was these coarse nets that we set close
on the rocks. A tug will use 5 gangs, 4 in
the water and one ashore. Those gangs are
about 5 miles long. We lift 36 nets each
day. All the tugs have about the same, and
that is all they can handle. The sail boats
use about half what the tugs do.

I begin fishing as soon as I can for the
ice. We set the 17th of March this year.
Generally begin about the first probably.
Last year we hauléd out the 10th of Oectober.
We keep at it all through the summer. We

will hanl out this vear about the [irst of



?

Mk’"‘"" |

2J°0
28

October. We haul out on account of the
storms. We get up half a rig of nets each
year, and il we fished through October we
wonld use vp our whole gang. We would get a
good many soft fish also, as we cannot 1lift
them regularly.

We tan our nets every 4 weeks. We use
lime =2lso. Very often, if there is a good
deal of slime in then, we put lime on them
and it euts the slime off.

There are more nets in the lake now than

there ever were. The tugs do better fishing

farther away than they do closer in. If you

get a place where there has been no nets sset
you are bound to catch more fish for a few
lifts. This time of year you have to move
about every second set, but they will soon
come back again. There has been quite a 1lit-
tle difference here this last 4 years. It

always gets poor in June, and it keeps poor
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ell the season inside here, and in the
spring it will be just as fine as ever agein.
It is a feeding ground and they come on for
the minnows,

We set our nets streight generally. We
have got to go with the curfent or else the

nets will ell be in & lump. I have set zig-

"zag on the banks, but it will not do where

there is a strong ceurrent running. I have
not caught 200 pounds of whifefish 21l the
gseeson out of 130,000 pounds of trout. Ve
get millions of the little bloat, end get
lawyers, but throw them away. Get & few
moon-eyes. I think there are 3 or 4 differ-
ent breeds of tront. In shallow water you
get a bigger trout. 1In deep water you get
small ones weighing 2 1/2 or 3 pounds, and
they ere fatter. The spring is the best
time for fishing with us.

The trout spawn all the way from August
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to November., Thers is a certain kind we
call red or yellow fin, and they begin to
spawn the latter part of August. They spawn
on these outside reefs. They =are = dee}; wa-
ter fish. Then a smaller deep water fish
comes next in' October. 1 saw some of the
yellow fin ones with ripe spawn the other
I have fished in shellow water in September
lots of times. The blue trout do not spawn
in September inshore. The majority of the
trout spewn in November. PFrom the 10th to
the 30th of November is the principal time.
They are just caming on good to epawn when
the close season comes in. Around Wiarton

they have men go around looking for spawn.

'The big black trout are a fish we never

catch in the summer but very few. Whitefish
we nsed to catch years ago between the 5th

and 10th of November with spawn in them.

~day. We do not fish in less than 30 fathoms.
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They go to the Georgian Bay sometimes to get
spawn. -
%‘ ' Fish will not remein in good condition in
0
o | the gill nets over 5 dszys now, but ir¥ the
spring they will live & long time. The cur-
regnt kills them. If they are canght so they
cen move their gills freely they will live
8 or 10 desys. We have found them dead lots
of times one night out. They do not gill un-
“ﬁé’ der 2 pounds, but they will get ceught by
the teeth sometimes and will eatch them that
way in a 5-inch mesh. Anything less than 2
w‘*""f pounds is pretty smell for merket. I throw
2ll the small ones ovsrboard, but there is

Hoin

no use throwing dead onss overboard. You
will not get over 20 or 30 in a day of these
little fellows. I think the fairest way is

mw’/'
'R«-«-M to have a certain size mesh. o
2 . e

i

When I fished for herring here years ago

W ' they never got anything but herring. We nev-

-
o
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er set a gill net inside of 10 or 12 miles
of the shore here. Whitefish amd trout do
not ecome in and herring would not get out
that far, if yvou were fishing for th_exr{.
There 2re quite a few gilled that are not
fit to throw overboard; a great many of them
will be tengled up and will die. The bloat-
ers will a2ll bloat, but the trout will not.ﬂ
You are bound to get the whitefish in the
ponnd net if you are fishing for herring.

It wounld be pretty hard to throw many fish
awey alive from the g£ill nets. The mesh in
the £ill nets, I think, is all right. I
wonld not advocate arnything smaller. Larger
than that you could not meke it pay, and erny-
thing smaller would catch fish too small for

the market, and would cateh big fish as well.

It wonld cateh 20 1b. fish.

Al

There is one thing about fish, no matter

how small they are, there is always spawn in
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than. I have seenr trout smaller than 2
pounds with spawn in then. I never sew
whitefish so small that there was not spawn
in then in the spawning season.
MW The black trout have certain movements.
M At the fnll of the moon they will gather on
hard bDottom and the deep water fish are al-
ways below 2fter a storm. We do the best
fishing in the fll of the moon. Herring
Wﬂ“‘l"d’ will gill in the dey-time and night both,
and trout will £ill in the day-time also.
You set trout nets in dsep water in the sum-
mer and you will see the trout jumping 21l
M,ﬂ; around emd you will eatch =a g?,ood many tronut
before the nets are elear down. I think if
we could keep the nets nearer the surface we
would cateh 2 good many more fish. The
;ﬁﬁ/ whitefish used to travel north as & rule
’ here in the spring, April end May. The-only

q, way you can follow trout is this way, if e
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boat is lifting to the south and one to the
north, and yow get & lot of [ish in the nets
to the south and they arg mostly dead and
the nets to the north get live fish, you ecan
tell that way. 1 think the trout rasise up
end piay around ard then settle down again.
In the Ceorgien Bay the whitefish are caught
anywhere in the bay someiimes, and all at
onece there will be good fisning all over and

-

they must raise right up.

AT

We do not get any sturgeon in our gill
nets, except occasionally & rock sturgegon.
We always get them on hard bottom, but they
are the same fish ag the larger sturgeon.

I do not lose many nets. I have lost
only 24 nets in 7 years. We often get them
parted and desl royed by logs, but we will

get the remnants back again.

There is no doubt the pound nets get the ~ '

fish in the best eandition. The fish from
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the shellow water are not as herd 2s the

fish from deep weter and I do not like them
so well to eat. Pound net herring ars bet-
ter than gill net herring because you have

to pick them through the mesh and it softens
then by the handling. When T fish T 1ift my“
herring gill nets every day, and then some
of them would be deed. You 1ift out here in
60 fzathoms, =nd with 5 nights out there are
very few bad fish armong them,

There is no spearing sbowt here. Yo ex-
plosives are used. Our offal is supposed to»w
be buried, and we bury most of it, but some-
times dQump a2 little. We have no whitefish
to destroy how, and I think the offal helps
tront if anything, and what floats the gulls
will eat. We get it 'in the nets sometimes
and it is pretty hard to get it out.

(I think the offal should be buried, even

in deep water, because if you throw it in
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deep water there mgy be & surrent running
and it will come in pretty close to slore be-
fore it gets to the bottom--keClean).

I think it might buart whitefish, bnt what
I go by is Kincardine, which is the best

fishing station on the chain of lekes and

“they dump it there elways. I 4o not think

it is bed for the fishing because I have
seen it at Club Islend Harhor, the minnows
in the bay, and the tuvgs coming in would
stir up the offal and these litt;e things
wonld eat it just as fast as they brought it
up. There is no smell in the water at all
to it until it comes up to the air. My opin-
ion is it does not hurt the trout fishing.
We have no refuse from saw-mills or tan-
neries. Have no trouble from dredging. The
saw logs are the worst nuisance I come
across; the bark and slime where they pass

over the nets. We get the most trouble off
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here on the north-west reef.‘ Those logs

come Prom Georgian Bay on their way to Sagi-
naw., The berk will lay for vears end thers
is no decay to it, and when there is a stomm
your nets will bs fnll of it. hat is most-
ly north-west of Point Clark. The bark is

rubbed off the logs end in a few days it

will sink. The stringy stuff on the inside

of the bark is worst. The only wey to get
it out of the nets is to pick it out piece

by piece. The only way to stop it is to

heve sew-mills there and cut the timber be-
fore they ship it. It wonld be better all

the way round if they got the lumber cut

-

‘ hers and shipped it across in boats.
: ek Fish are not eansht for fertilizing pur-
| W poses. ' —

Q M I am not in favor of 2 c¢lose scason nor
Qs

: against it. I do rot see as it does much

good. The weather is so regulated that it
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protects them eny way here. I think proba-
bly a close secason generally wonld be a good
thing if it was the Same on both sidss of

the lake, but it is not feir that we should

protect the fish for the Americens. It

Ty

LY~
¢

should be the same on both sides.  EBvervbody
knows the fish travel all over; like & bird,
they are here to-day and thers to-morrow,.

We have better fishing grounds than they y
have on the other side. In places where you
get shellow water and deep along-side of it
is the good fishing grounds. The Duck Isl-
ands is as good a fishing ground as there is
in Leke Huron to-day, but it is not as good
as it used to be. They heve pound nets am
£ill nets there. My opinion is if people

were left 2lons they would drop out in a few

years., I would not be in favor of a close

‘du;4plbﬁﬁ%’seasqn in November because there ars a cer-

tain amount of men who have & smll boat
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-each and they ficure on that month for ecateh-

ing a fer fish. They have a small rig and
are not able to follow the fish outside and

trmust to getting than when they come inshore.

'F,fﬁpﬁ I am in favor of having the mesh regu-
S M lated as it is now, especially on the outside

fishing. The insgide fisiiing does not amount

to so much. The mesh is all rigat for her-
W g’ ring here. If youn were fishing with a 2 1/2-

ineh mesh you would do no harm aronnd the

W‘p beach. You would cateh no smell whitefish,
/W"‘j" The perch will not averare over 1/4 pmmd._‘
(Mr.MeClean thinks the averase will be
about 1/2 pound).
There are as meny .per-ch here as ever. 1
believe the dey will come when swuckers will
be fished for. e
(It would be possible to retyrn small
pickerel ceught in the pound nets to the' wa-

ter without injuring them. 1 think it wounld
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be done if there was 2 regulation requiring

W it. We used to eatch quite & zood many .

wrr! .
MZ{,;, small whitefish among the herring up at Lake
Wﬂ‘{ View and we would dip them out and a good

many wonld @ie--McClean).

o, # st

2 pounds would be small enough for trout

L FwE to market, and whitefish 1 3/4 pounds wounld

3

M be smell enough, round. My heuls of [ish
1'%

will averase 3 or 4 ponnds. In the gill

E

nets the size of the mesh repuletes the size

i

all right. Pickerel, anvthing smeller than
1 pound there would be no use in taking. I
have seen them putting in No.2 pickerel that
wonld not weigh 1/4 pound.

M‘ The trout spawn out in the center of the
W lake end they c¢=n take care of themselves.

- ¢
W"‘J‘;ou take it 18 or 20 years ago and you would

) not get a trout at all inside of 15 fathoms,

would get all whitefish; and now on the same

s .
W ground you will get all trout. /I would much

W
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prefer to hava the e¢lose ssason in November

than in the spring. We do not cateh picker-

g el before the 15th of liry, as we have a
close seeson on th am,
'FMW (We are nllowed to set our pound nets in
V," the spring, but have to. throw the pickerel
ﬁi‘*’f/ out, They are nllowed to fish far herring

in the f2ll and thwow the whitefish ont.

4
B

e
i

Where the whitafish and trout are tocssther
there wonld be very fav whitefish thrown out
unless they hed very light fishing. It goes
Mﬂj ageainst the grein to throw 2wey 2 nice white-
Pish or tront. Another thing that rocs

C&"W ageinst the grain is that the men who wants
¢ pud ™ :

o  Work ig knocked out in Yovember and it makes

8 pretty short season for him. 1In places

‘

o
M where you have a shore run is & good place

/"‘M

4‘,,,10‘*““ to fish in the fell, and if you get good

weather in November you will esatch &s many

fim
|
e

fish as you will in 2ry other 2 monthg--

MeClean).
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Fishermen do nothing but fish around hers,

L

as it takes all his time fishing and fixing

up his rigs. We lay up our tugs as soon ﬁ; %
we are ihrough in the fall. There is no
chence for winter fishing here, but last win-
ter, if a man had & good tug, hs could hav%ﬂw
fished all winter. I think if a man had a {
g1ill net herring rifg her2 and s8et it in 70

or 80 fathoms in November, he would ret a

£004 many herring.



285



